THE HOUSE OF
COMMONS

^ ^T ^ILLIAM, like most men, turned for con-
^\ /\ / solation to his work. Whether it was the
V v sort of work best suited to him is doubt-
ful. The speculative mind finds little opportunity to
exercise itself in the humdrum mixture of compromise
and practical business, which is parliamentary life.
"William was interested not in getting things done, but
in discovering truth. Faced with apolitical problem, his
mind sought instinctively less to solve it than to divine
its causes: and thence to discern what light they cast on
the general kws governing human affairs. Where
others proposed a plan of action, he made a general-
ization. Further, English politics are party politics.
And William recognized facts far too clearly to
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